GRANITE    MOUNTAIN

a rope, placed before and behind, which may be grasped
by the hand, according as the inclination of the road is
upwards or downwards.

An elephant is proverbially one of the surest-footed
animals in the world; but we came, during this journey,
to some passes so very steep, and so much covered
with loose stones, empty water courses, broken trunks
of trees, and all the other ddbris left by mountain
torrents, that I quaked not a little at times, as we passed
along the edges of precipices. But our trusty Bhigelee
appeared perfectly self-possessed on these occasions;
and, as the mahout, or driver, made me remark, she
never took her foot off one stone till she had made sure
of a solid foundation for the next step. Sometimes
she made this inspection with her trunk, sometimes
with her foot; but she never once made a false move,
though occasionally she slid down for a yard or two on
all fours.

At one place, the bough of a tree happened to cross
our path, upon which the elephant raised her trunk and
wrenched it from the stem in a moment, in order to use
it as a fly flap, and so brisk were her movements, that
she had very nearly whisked both the mahout and
myself into the valley. At another turn of the road,
where we crossed a running stream, her thirsty ladyship
sucked in a hogshead or two, and then, having filled her
trunk, and wishing to cool herself, she squirted the
contents so dexterously over her sides and back, that
we were both completely drenched. For this trick,
Miss Bhigelee received a suitable correction at the
hands of her guide, albeit his age, as he said, was less
than that of the elephant by about a dozen years. He
told us, that he had scarcely been absent from her a
whole day since he was born; and that, even when a
mere crawling infant, he used to be left by his mother
under the elephant's care.

It was at the close of twilight when I reached
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